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Ex:cerpts from a speech entitled "Education and Better Living"
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To Be Delivered by Dr. Henry H. Hill
at the Western Kentuclcy- State College in Bowling Green, Kentuclcy
Friday evening, August

5 C1"10 o'J

Only since World War TI has the South had nine months of school
provided in every state,

Prior to World War II our Northern children

usually had the benefit of twelve full years of ten months each compared
to the North Carolina practice at that time of eleven years of schooling
with an average term of eight months,

It is obvious that children and

high school youth will learn more in 120 months than they will in 88
months,
This fact illustrates the importance of having good schools over
a generation rather than over a period of five or ten years.
During the recent Korean War one Southern state had more than 50%
of the draftees turned down because of low mental achievement.

In other

words, over half of the young men who might serve in Korea could not do
so, because they had not had enough schooling.

It is a bit discouraging

but, nevertheless a fact that we have to accept, namely, that Utah at the
same time had less than two per cent turned do,m for poor mental achievement,

This most emphatically does not mean that Utah youth are more

intelligent than Southern youth.

What it does mean is that a state which

over a generation has practically eliminated illiteracy and which regards
ignorance as the worst sin, will achieve a record in fighting, as well
as in serving the country that is superior to that of children else1vhere
who have not had comparable opportunities.
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The South has made tremendous industrial progress since World War II.
In percentage of gain, they have gone farther than their Northern neighbors.
We are in the
mids:Jl
of ~what
has been termed automatic wealth, which means,
."' ·
·
'"" "' ,,
·- """""-"'""=~""""-0'·"'''""""'·"'""~-""'"""'-""''=~,. ,_.,""'"""""4-\""~-•w--"<=-.-,.,.,,,-,w,,·,.cd--,-,'<'~·~0-'"'"'"" ,•,,,~~-,--'~,~-"'"""-··••

m~ .. •
in substance.,,__that .we h!).ve__ th<"J phyjiC;µ capacJ-~ ..a.nd~:roduction _~-te_c~ig_g.eJL~!hi.ch .<"lJ'labJ,e us to PJ:'RP-UCsi .!J.lJ!ll?.1?:!;:

~-2.:1~!~.!Y

°"L.?-TTY_ll}_a_i.:g_ri~.-

product1'7 j )'lhether
itbe .autamobileEi, refrigerators,
or whatnot.
•
•.w~=..oz•~~----4,,,,
"'•"-'••,c
,,_,,w,c,~-,,s"--"'

C,,"CS'~~~~•••«"

~•••,,,;,."<¥-•""

,e,_,<'',~•-••N~"'' .,_,

·7'

~=

We need

'""'r=""'?.-=w--

bet te r education to accompany this great advance, "•Ch_,,,,,_,,
or else__ we became too

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _;__._ _ •"2';,=;""'"-"'==•'•""""""'"'"=--,;""""'-"

"vc·w_,,--7,./·•••··

''"•"-""''~

greatly interested in m~~hings . ~
All this recent progress has, I think, at least three implications
for the South and for the nation as a whole.
In the first place, domestics and di toh diggers have just about
disappeared,

Over 98.5% of the energy necessary for doing the work of the

nation is produced by gas and electricity and coal,
t:ime uses, the horse has practically disappeared.

Ex:cept for leisure
All of this means that

education is even more important, because the uneducated are more and more
of a burden and less able to earn their own living.
A second implication is that we have a greater need for the well
educated,

I have only to mention that t•his is an age of jets, electronics

and space to indicate the importance of educating everyone who has
superior ability and of increasing the opportunities and education of those
with average or less than average ability.
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In the third place, we have more leisure and are going to have
even more.

The fact that we choose to travel widely and to spend much of

our leisure time in motels, in clubs, in boats, or before television sets
does not mean that we are compelled to do these things.
that this is our choice of how to spend our leisure.

It does mean

I have no condemnation

of these pursuits, but I do want to stress the fact that increasing
leisure brings a challenge to see that more time is spent in more important
activities.
It brings sharply before all of us{ministers, teachers, and
leaders, the question of what we are living for in the United States of
America,

Leisure and longer life without a purpose and without some

worthwhile values would seem to be futile indeed.
Bet,ter living has always been one aim of American life.

As a small

boy, I listened to the housewives of our community talk about how many
jars of fruit they had
was in the toe

of
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put up" for the winter.

The wonderful orange which

long, black stocking at Christmas, and these jars

of fruit represented an effort to have better living.

I do not have to

tell you that better living, always a laudable aim of American life, must
include better education.
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We need to develop that inner strength which comes from religion,
or some other source, which enables us to accept the inevitable changes
and challenges which come to us in an age of jets, electronics and
space.
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The age-old values of vision, duty and charity continue to apply.
In the not, too distant future, we look forward to the t:ime when
the energies of the leaders of the South will be devoted to developing
the potential capacity and character of every citizen to the end that
all ma;y be productive and self-supporting; valuable to themselves, to
their families, to the Sou·th and to the nation.

We visualize a renewed

spirit of the Woodrow Wilson idealism and the glow of the Henry W. Grady
dreams of another day.

We hope for a time when Southern States may vie

with each other to see which can fashion and support the best educational
system, and when any reference to closing of schools will be of historic
interest only.
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